Watertown Township Planning Commission
Thursday, September 16, 2021

Approved Meeting Minutes

6:00 PM Regular Meeting

1. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
ROLL CALL: W.Dixon, N.Campbell, A.Stoutenburg, J.Radloff and G.Fetting
ABSENT: J.Hacker
ADMINISTRATION:
GUESTS: Rick Pangburn, Lori Cowley, Raymie Ellis, Lee Rich, Mike & Karen Smith,
Becky Cambridge, Jim Pomillo, Scott Kenny, et.al. too many to list

2. AGENDA APPROVAL: ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS
a. Motion by:_GF_ Support by:_WD_ VOTE: Unanimously Passed

3. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
a. Motion by:_NC_ Support by:_GF_ VOTE: Unanimously Passed

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS:

a. Donna Brown- Sanilac County resident: Stated that she had reviewed solar MSDS
sheets and felt that all of her concerns were addressed. She then expressed that a large
scale solar development could provide a measure of local economic diversity along with
national energy diversity. She believes that solar is the best option for development, way
better than living near a nuclear power plant. Finally, she stated that the project is a
blessing and asked the commission not to lose the opportunity.

b. Rick Pangburn-Watertown Twp Resident: Feels that 500’ setback was agreed upon
at previous meeting. He remains concerned about all of his previously expressed issues.
Cautioned the commission about the absence of any guarantees. Stated that he paid for a
certified survey of his property and shortly thereafter the set iron bars were removed. He
reiterated his concern about setbacks. Stated that Moore Township is currently considering
750’. Feels that 500’ setback would be livable for most residents. Stated that six months is
too long a period of time for removal.

c. Mike Smith Watertown Twp. Resident: Read parts of a prepared statement. Copy of
same was not available as of this document’s creation. Have made author request. Generally
spoke in opposition to any proposed large scale solar development.

d. Randy Fahs-Watertown Twp resident: Expressed his disappointment with the lack
of public participation at a recent open house hosted by Samsung. Stated that he has heard
a lot of concerns and questions and felt that the open house was a missed information
opportunity for many of the objectors.

e.Adam Flory-Attorney: Asked commission to end moratorium by enacting reasonable
regulations. Stated that 500’ setbacks are not reasonable, asked for 300’ or under.

5. CORRESPONDENCE

a. none reported

6. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Congratulations Citizen Planner Graduates- Gary Fetting and Jason Radloff

7. OLD BUSINESS:
a. Completion of Solar Ordinance
al) Application Fee $_1,000.00 per mW




Motion by_BD_ Support by_AS_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed

a2) SES-L & SES-M maximum density _6_%
Motion by_AS_ Support by_JR_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Radloff-yes, Stoutenburg-yes, Batkie-no. Motion passed 4-2

a3!') SES -L non participating set backs 300’
Motion by_GF_ Support by_WD_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell
no, Fetting-yes, Stoutenburg-no, Radloff-no, Batkie-yes.  Motion failed 3-3

a3?) SES -L non participating set backs 500’
Motion by_JR_ Support by_AS_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Stoutenburg-yes, Radloff-yes, Batkie-no.  Motion carried 4-2

a4) SES-L Decommissioning Instrument Bond
Motion by_BD_ Support by_NC_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed

a5) SES-L Ground Cover to require USDA Code 327 conservation standard
Motion by_AS_ Support by_JR_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed
(Attachment: 329-CPS-1-5)

a6) SES-L Ditch & Drain requirements remain as written
Motion by_NC_ Support by_WD_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed

a7"') SES-L Maximum Peak Decibel Requirements 40dB L-max, not average
Motion by_JS_ Support by: No support: Motion failed

a7?) SES-L Maximum Peak Decibel Requirements 45dB L-max, not average
Motion by_AS_ Support by:_JR_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Radloff-yes, Stoutenburg-yes, Batkie-yes  Motion passed 5-1

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
a. none

8. ADJOURNMENT:
a. Motion by:_BD_ Support by:_GF_ VOTE: Unanimously Passed time:_7:41 p.m.

Future Meetings The Township Board would like current meeting frequency to continue
at 6:00pm on the third Thursday of each month.

October 21, 2021 -Special meeting,

November 18, 2021- Special meeting

December 16, 2021 - Regular meeting

Respectfully submitted
William Dixon, Planning Commission Secretary



USDA

ﬁ United States Department of Agriculture 327-CPS-1
Natural Resources Conservation Service
CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARD

CONSERVAT

DEFINITION

Establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover.

PURPOSE

This practice may be applied to accomplish one or more of the following purposes:

* Reduce sheet, rill, and wind erosion and sedimentation.

* Reduce ground and surface water quality degradation by nutrients and surface water quality
degradation by sediment.

* Reduce emissions of particulate matter (PM), PM precursors, and greenhouse gases.
¢ Enhance wildlife, pollinator and beneficial organism habitat.
*  Improve soil health.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES

This practice applies on lands needing permanent vegetative cover. This practice doés not apply to
plantings for forage production, or to critical area plantings.

CRITERIA

General Criteria Applicable to All Purposes

Species shall be adapted to soil, ecological sites, and climate conditions that are suitable for the planned
purpose and site conditions. Periodic removal of some products such as high value trees, medicinal
herbs, nuts and fruits is permitted provided the conservation purpose is not compromised by the loss of
vegetation or harvesting disturbance.

Inoculate legume seed at planting. Use five times the recommended rate of inoculants for a first time
seeding of Birdsfoot Trefoil.

Choose seeding rates and planting methods adequate to accomplish the planned purpose.

Planting dates, planting methods, and care in handling and planting of the seed or planting stock shall
ensure that planted materials have an acceptable rate of survival.

Prepare the site by establishing a consistent seeding depth. Eliminate weeds that would impede the
establishment and growth of selected species.

Base the timing and equipment selection on the site and soil conditions.

Apply nutrients as needed to ensure crop establishment and planned growth using a current soil test and
following MSUE nutrient recommendations per the Nutrient Management Standard 590.

NRCS reviews and periodically updates conservation practice standards. To obtain the current NRCS. Ml
version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State office or N b '
visit the Field Office Technical Guide online by going to the NRCS website at ovember 2015

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ and type FOTG in the search field.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



327-CPS-2

Additional Criteria to Reduce Sheet, Rill, Wind Erosion and Sedimentation

Determine and maintain the amount of plant biomass and cover needed to reduce wind and water erosion
to the planned soil loss objective by using the current approved wind and/or water erosion prediction
technology. See Section 1 of the MI FOTG for the latest water and wind erosion prediction procedures.

Additional Criteria to Reduce Emissions of Particulate Matter (PM), PM Precursors, andgreenhouse

gasses
In perennial crop systems, such as orchards, vineyards, berries and nursery stock to minimize generation
of particulate matter:

*  Establish vegetation,to provide full ground cover in the alleyway during mowing and harvest
operations.

Additional Criteria to Enhance Wildlife, Pollinator, and Beneficial Organism Habitat
Plant a diverse mixture grasses and forbs species to promote bio-diversity and meet the needs of the

targeted species using approved habitat appraisal guides, evaluation tools, and appraisal worksheets for
the respective state.

Locate habitat plantings to reduce pesticide exposures that could harm wildlife, pollinators, and other
beneficial organisms.

Consider the benefits of warm season grasses, cool season grasses, and forbs to different species of
wildlife when determining which seed mixtures to use (see Managing Michigan’s Wildlife: A Landowner’s
Guide). (Click here)

Seed Mixtures and Rates

* Use a seeding mixture beneficial for wildlife habitat from Table 4; or a mixture approved for a
specific farm bill program, with wildlife considerations; or a mixture developed by wildlife
professional that has a minimum of 10-20 grass seeds and 15-25 forb seeds per square foot. Table
5 provides specific examples of those mixes listed in Table 4, including a representative listing of
forbs or use the 327 Seed Mixture Estimator (click here!) found on the eFOTG under Technical
tools.

* For pollinators, consider mixtures which are dominated by forbs that provide nectar and poilen
sources throughout the growing season. See Table 4 for a recommended mixture, and Table 5 for
an example of a specific pollinator mix including forbs. Also see Michigan State University-
Extension (MSU-E) Bulletin, E-2973, Attracting Beneficial Insects with Native Flowering Plants
{2007 )for preferred species. (Click herel)

In perennial crop systems such as orchards, vineyards, berries and nursery stock, permanent vegetative
cover shall be established and managed according to MSU recommendations for the target species.

Additional Criteria to Improve Soil Health .

Select plants that produce high volumes of organic material to maintain or improve soil organic matter.
Determine the amount of biomass needed using the Soil Condition Index found in the RUSLE2 Water
Erosion Prediction model. See the NRCS Michigan eFOTG, Section |, Water Erosion Prediction RUSLE?2
Model or the SOM Calculator available by request from The Ohio State University South Campus at
Piketon. (Click here!)

A full description of the Soil Conditioning Index is in the NRCS National Agronomy Manual Part 508 Soils
Subpart 508C Soil Management. (Click here)

NRCS, Mi
November 2015




327-CPS-3

CONSIDERATIONS

This practice may be used to promote the conservation of wildlife species in general, including threatened
and endangered species.

Certified seed and planting stock that is adapted to the site should be used when it is available. Mowing
may be needed during the establishment period to reduce competition from weeds.

On sites where annual grasses are an expected weed problem it may be necessary to postpone nitrogen
fertilizer application until the planted species are well established.

Where applicable this practice may be used to conserve and stabilize archeological and historic sites.

Consider rotating management and maintenance activities (e.g., mow only one-fourth or one- third of the
area each year) throughout the managed area to maximize spatial and temporal diversity.

Where wildlife management is an objective, enhance the food and cover value of the planting by using a
habitat evaluation procedure. To aid in selecting plant species and providing or managing for other habitat
requirements necessary to achieve the objective, see the Michigan Biology Tech Note on Wildlife Habitat
Evaluation. Encouraging plant species diversity and establishing plantings that result in multiple structural
levels of vegetation within the conservation cover will maximize wildlife use.

Where pollinator and wildlife habitat are primary purposes consider less dense seeding rates as long as
soil loss is within tolerable soil loss limits.

To provide habitat for natural enemies of crop pests, select a mix of plant species that provide year round
habitat and food (accessible pollen or nectar) for the desired beneficial species.

Consider habitat requirements of predatory and parasitic insects, spiders, insectivorous birds and bats,
raptors, and terrestrial rodent predators. Consult Land Grant University Integrated Pest Management
recommendations for beneficial habitat plantings to manage the target pest species.

Use a diverse mix of cover plant species that come into bloom at different times and provide a sequence
of bloom throughout the year (e.g., plant at least three flowering species from each of the three bloom
periods (spring, summer, and fall).

Where practical, use native species that are appropriate for the identified resource concern and
management objective. Consider trying to re-establish the native plant community for the site.

If a native cover (other than what was planted) establishes, and this cover meets the intended purpose
and the landowner’s objectives, the cover should be considered adequate.

During vegetation establishment, natural mulches, such as wood products or hay, can be used to
conserve soil moisture, support beneficial soil life, and suppress competing vegetation.

Where triazine herbicide or other herbicide carryover is a concern, a bioassay test may be used to
determine chemical carryover and seeding injury potential.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Prepare specifications for this practice for each site. They shall include, but are not limited to:

* Recommended species.

«  Seeding rates and dates.

+  Establishment procedures.

* Management actions needed to insure an adequate stand

NRCS, Ml
November 2015
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Specifications, operation and maintenance shall be recorded using approved Implementation
Requirement documents based on Michigan Seeding Table as of September 2015 Conservation Cover
327 Tables 1-5.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Mowing and harvest operations in a perennial crop system such as orchards, vineyards, berries, and
nursery stock shall be done in a manner which minimizes the generation of particulate matter.

If wildlife habitat enhancement is a purpose, maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb cover
during the reproductive period for the desired species.

Maintenance practices and activities should not disturb cover during the primary nesting period for
grassland species in Michigan. Exceptions should be considered for periodic burning or mowing when
necessary to maintain the health of the plant community.

Control noxious weeds and other invasive species. For a list of weeds prohibited by Act 359 of 1941 —
Noxious Weeds ~ see the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA) website:

hitp://www.michigan.gov/mda

Mowing may be needed during the establishment period to reduce completion from weeds. Control
noxious weeds and other invasive species.

To benefit insect food sources for grassland nesting birds, spraying or other control of noxious weeds shall
be done on a “spot” basis to protect forbs and legumes that benefit native polfinators and other wildlife.

Re-vegetate bare spots.

Maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb cover during the reproductive period for grassland
wildlife species as follows:

»  First Year (establishment year) - Mow or use approved chemicals to control undesirable plants.
Mow high (4-6 inches for cool-season grasses (CSG) and 8-10 inches for warm- season grasses
(WSG) to control weeds but prevent damage to the permanent seeding. For CSG, mow between
August 1 and August 15, if feasible. For WSG, mow between June 15 and July 15, if feasible.
Otherwise mow as needed during the first summer to control weeds and promote growth of target
species. Mow weeds that exceed 10 inches during the first year even if it is before the August 1
date.

+  After the seeding year, spot mow or spot spray herbicides to control undesirable plants rather than
mowing the entire field. When necessary to control weeds in CSG stands, spot mow before April 1
or between August 1 and August 15 to protect nesting and brood-rearing wildlife. If necessary to
control weeds in WSG stands, spot mow between June 15 and July 15 to ensure establishment of
the stand.

* Annual mowing is not recommended, since it greatly reduces residual wildlife cover through the
winter and early spring.

Only those pesticides that are labeled for the specific use will be recommended. Refer to the MSU
publications and specific label instructions for guidance on pesticide selection and use.

If the cover meets the intended purpose and the landowner’s objectives, the cover should be considered
adequate.

Use of any fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals shall not compromise the intended purpose. Re-
establish weak stands due to chemical drift, winter injury, sediment burial, or other injuries.

NRCS, Mi
November 2015
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Treat concentrated flow areas by shaping and seeding if necessary. Re-seed areas damaged by
prolonged flooding during establishment.

If the cover meets the intended purpose and the landowner's objectives, the cover should be considered
adequate.

Use of any fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals shall not compromise the intended purpose. Re-
establish weak stands due to chemical drift, winter injury, sediment burial, or other injuries.

Treat concentrated flow areas by shaping and seeding if necessary.

Re-seed areas damaged by prolonged flooding during establishment.

REFERENCES
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Water: A Guide to Conservation Planning with the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE),
Agricultural Handbook Number 703.

Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2) website:
hitp:/iwww.nres.usda.goviwps/portal/nres/main/national/technical/

Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS) website:
hitp://www.nres.usda.goviwps/portal/nres/main/national/technical/

Preventing or mitigating potential negative impacts of pesticides on pollinators using IPM and other
conservation practices. Nat. Agron. Tech Note 9. Washington, DC. http://directives.sc.eqov.usda.qov/
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