
Watertown Township Planning Commission 
Proposed Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 16, 2021
6:00 PM Regular Meeting 

    1.  CALL TO ORDER  /   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 ROLL CALL: W.Dixon, N.Campbell, A.Stoutenburg, J.Radloff and G.Fetting  
 ABSENT: J.Hacker
 ADMINISTRATION:         
 GUESTS: Rick Pangburn, Lori Cowley, Raymie Ellis, Lee Rich, Mike & Karen Smith,     
 Becky Cambridge, Jim Pomillo, Scott Kenny, et.al. too many to list 
    
    2.  AGENDA APPROVAL:  ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS
 a. Motion by:_GF_ Support by:_WD_                          VOTE:    Unanimously Passed 

    3. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: 
 a. Motion by:_NC_ Support by:_GF_                          VOTE:    Unanimously Passed 

    4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 a. Donna Brown- Sanilac County resident: Stated that she had reviewed solar MSDS 
sheets and felt that all of her concerns were addressed. She then expressed that a large 
scale solar development could provide a measure of local economic diversity along with 
national energy diversity. She believes that solar is the best option for development, way 
better than living near a nuclear power plant. Finally, she stated that the project is a 
blessing and asked the commission not to lose the opportunity.
 b. Rick Pangburn-Watertown Twp Resident: Feels that 500’ setback was agreed upon 
at previous meeting. He remains concerned about all of his previously expressed issues. 
Cautioned the commission about the absence of any guarantees. Stated that he paid for a 
certified survey of his property and shortly thereafter the set iron bars were removed. He 
reiterated his concern about setbacks. Stated that Moore Township is currently considering 
750’. Feels that 500’ setback would be livable for most residents. Stated that six months is 
too long a period of time for removal.
 c. Mike Smith Watertown Twp. Resident: Read parts of a prepared statement. Copy of 
same was not available as of this document’s creation. Have made author request. Generally 
spoke in opposition to any proposed large scale solar development.    
 d. Randy Fahs-Watertown Twp resident: Expressed his disappointment with the lack 
of public participation at a recent open house hosted by Samsung. Stated that he has heard 
a lot of concerns and questions and felt that the open house was a missed information 
opportunity for many of the objectors.
 e.Adam Flory-Attorney: Asked commission to end moratorium by enacting reasonable 
regulations. Stated that 500’ setbacks are not reasonable, asked for 300’ or under. 
    5. CORRESPONDENCE 
 a. none reported
        
    6. NEW BUSINESS:
         a. Congratulations Citizen Planner Graduates- Gary Fetting and Jason Radloff 
 
    7. OLD BUSINESS: 
       a. Completion of Solar Ordinance 
  a1) Application Fee $ 1,000.00  per mW 



   Motion by_BD_ Support by_AS_  ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed
  
  a2) SES-L & SES-M maximum density _6_%
   Motion by_AS_ Support by_JR_  ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Radloff-yes, Stoutenburg-yes, Batkie-no.   Motion passed 4-2
  
  a31) SES -L non participating set backs 300’
   Motion by_GF_ Support by_WD_  ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell 
no, Fetting-yes, Stoutenburg-no, Radloff-no, Batkie-yes.     Motion failed 3-3

  a32) SES -L non participating set backs 500’
   Motion by_JR_ Support by_AS_  ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Stoutenburg-yes, Radloff-yes, Batkie-no.     Motion carried 4-2
  
  a4) SES-L Decommissioning Instrument Bond
   Motion by_BD_ Support by_NC_  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Unanimously Passed
 
  a5) SES-L Ground Cover to require USDA Code 327 conservation standard  
   Motion by_AS_ Support by_JR_  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Unanimously Passed
   (Attachment: 329-CPS-1-5)
  
  a6) SES-L Ditch & Drain requirements remain as written
   Motion by_NC_ Support by_WD_  ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimously Passed

  a71) SES-L Maximum Peak Decibel Requirements 40dB L-max, not average
   Motion by_JS_ Support by: No support: Motion failed 

  a72) SES-L Maximum Peak Decibel Requirements 45dB L-max, not average
   Motion by_AS_ Support by:_JR_ ROLL CALL VOTE: Dixon-yes, Campbell-
yes, Fetting-no, Radloff-yes, Stoutenburg-yes, Batkie-yes     Motion passed 5-1

 
     8. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
 a. none
  
     8.  ADJOURNMENT:
 a. Motion by:_BD_ Support by:_GF_    VOTE:    Unanimously Passed time:_7:41 p.m.

Future Meetings The Township Board would like current meeting frequency to continue 
at 6:00pm on the third Thursday of each month.
October 21, 2021 -Special meeting, 
November 18, 2021- Special meeting
December 16, 2021 - Regular meeting

Respectfully submitted
William Dixon, Planning Commission Secretary














